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THE IMPERATIVE TO KEEP
UP WITH THE TIMES

crisis of 2008, Armenia is heading into the next electoral

processes—the 2012 parliamentary contest. Aside from
that domestic political test of statewide significance, Armenia’s po-
litical agenda is also burdened with important foreign policy chal-
lenges. It could be noticed that over the course of recent years,
such crucial developments have occurred in the world, including the
South Caucasus region, which radically altered the prerequisites ly-
ing behind Armenia’s development. In this regard, the expansion of
the global financial crisis merely accelerated the pace of shifts in
the region, including Armenia. In its turn, the “Arab Spring” of 2011
illustrates that changes may refer not only the security systems, but
also issues pertinent to the internal structure of all new states.

In parallel with the changing world, ACNIS has also undergone
transformations. Aside from the involvement of new analysts, the
Center has its research management replaced. This has enabled
ACNIS creative staff members to keep abreast of latest shifts in
the world politics, and move with their rapid speed through analy-
sis and interpretation of major events taking place in Armenia and
the world, alike. ACNIS experts have succeeded in expanding the
scope of informational impact on public and political life of Armenia,
as they intently followed all aspects of the processes evolving in
Armenia and beyond. Armenia’s domestic political life and regional
developments have been subject to situational analysis on weekly
basis. Numerous interviews and commentaries given to the world’s
and Armenia’s leading mass media outlets, together with confer-
ences periodically held by the Center, have provided the society
and the political forces an opportunity to have a deeper comprehen-
sion of the intricate development of current affairs.

The new political year to be heated up by the parliamentary
elections slated for 2012 promises to keep ACNIS in daily working
rhythm. All members of the Center’s staff are full of enthusiasm
to pursue their fruitful activities aimed at providing all sections of
population and organizations concerned a wide array of strategic
studies. In case of attraction of new financial resources, ACNIS
expects to widen the scope and volume of its services by reaching
out to international consumers as well.

Against the backdrop of the yet unresolved post-election
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DON’T TREAD ON ME:
LITTLE ARMENIA’S
BOTTOM LINE AT 20

By Raffi K. HOVANNISIAN

but he came to power by force of failed elections. He

should step down and finally oversee the conduct of
post-Soviet Armenia’s first free polls since 1991, the year it de-
clared independence. The nation he aspires to represent deserves
no less. Democracy must become an Armenian benchmark, not a
motto thrown about to Western “partners” and other interlocutors
who toast that best of systems but then kill it with their duplicitous
policies.

Sargsyan’s Turkish counterpart Abdullah Gul is also a nice
man, but he continues to represent a denialist regime which spon-
sors the killing of journalists such as Hrant Dink, strangles its mi-
norities, and is the legal heir of the Ottoman Empire which commit-
ted genocide against the Armenian people and dispossessed it of
its ancestral homeland. Gul’s and his just-too-sly foreign minister
Ahmet Davutoglu’s recent addresses at the Parliamentary Assem-
bly of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg—and the outlandish
bluster of EU Affairs Minister Egemen Bagis at Auschwitz—beg
the point. Modern-day Turkey must face history and itself, rec-
ognize the great genocide, and cease its unlawful and inhuman
occupation of Western Armenia.

Armenia’s president Serzh Sargsyan might be a nice guy,
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Azerbaijani president Ilham Aliev is not so nice, but he is more
honest in his authoritarian and occupationist demeanor. Moun-
tainous Karabagh, or Artsakh, is Armenian land, his predecessors
lost what they never had in a war of aggression they unleashed
two decades ago, and they will never see it again except as good
neighbors. He would do himself and humanity a necessary fa-
vor by respecting the rights of his own citizens, by returning the
Armenian heartlands, including Shahumyan and Nakhichevan,
still under Azerbaijani occupation to their rightful owners, and by
making full redress to the hundreds of thousands of Armenians,
Lezgins, Talishes, Tats, and other minorities which he and his have
attempted to destroy.

If international law, self-determination, decolonization, and ba-
sic liberty are to carry true, not rhetorical import in the life and
development of the contemporary world, then it must be ruled by
rights equally guaranteed. Mountainous Karabagh, like Kosovo
and Abkhazia, is fhe cutting-edge litmus test and must be rec-
ognized de jure and without discrimination by the community of
nations. Who will be the first to recognize all three at once and to
demonstrate that law and rights are worth more than a dollar in
global affairs today?

Georgia’s man Mikheil Saakashvili is revered occidentally
but ridiculed in the east. He has brought some truly meaningful
changes to his homeland and enjoys due credit. At the same time
he continues to trample the ethnic, religious, and linquistic rights
of the Armenian region known to all as Javakhk. He ought to redis-
cover his democratic edge and renounce the xenophobic side of
policies and prejudices.

Russia’s leaders, too, must get with the game and finally rec-
ognize the fundamental rights of their “strategic ally.” It’s time
to end the imperialistic, even if soft, design to control Armenia
as its traditional, God-given “forepost.” Either accept Armenia’s
sovereignty and stand in true partnership with it—internationally,
nationally, democratically—or let it go and face a new day.

We all need that new day, and there is no need to blame the
other: All persons and peoples have been mentioned herein with-
out offense and with deference to their predicaments and inter-
ests.

But this is Armenia’s last stand—and ultimate responsibility.

February 15, 2011

Raffi K. HOVANNISIAN, the Republic’s first foreign minis-
ter, is founding director of the Armenian Center for National
and International Studies.

This article was published in Foreigh Policy Journal.
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ACNIS 2011 MAIN BOOK IS UNVEILED
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AFTER 2008
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On December 2, the Armenian Cen-
ter for National and International Studies
(ACNIS) released the new ACNIS annual

yearbook publication, entitled “South Cau-
casus after 2008” during a special recep-
tion held at the Center’s office. The event
was attended by the representatives of the
diplomatic community in Yerevan, members
of the Armenian parliament, experts, ana-
lysts, and members of the press.

The volume, as a product of collabo-
ration between ACNIS analysts and other
leading Armenian and international experts,
embraces a broad array of analysis in Ar-
menian, English and Russian. The almanac
consists of three interlinked chapters: Trans-
formation of World Politics: Implications for
the South Caucasus; Shift in the Political
Climate of the South Caucasus Region; Ar-
menia in the Context of Political Changes. It
also includes an extensive appendix on the
resolutions adopted by the UN and PACE on
the South Caucasus from 2008 to 2011.

In his address, ACNIS founder Raffi K.
Hovannisian welcomed and congratulated
the audience. “As with the previous year-
books, the current one is a unique report,

which reflects on a comprehensive set of
issues, challenges, and perspectives perti-
nent to Armenia’s today and tomorrow. In-
novative concepts, recommendations, and
alternative approaches are observed in all
studies constituting the compendium, from
which one might derive the most optimal
policy options for resolving various intricate
issues facing our state and nation,” main-
tained Hovannisian.

In his intervention, ACNIS director of re-
search Manvel Sargsian particularly stated:
“The factual material, included in the year-
book, conceptually ensures sound integrity
of the volume. This is Armenia’s outlook
on both international and regional develop-
ments, and domestic political transforma-
tions in their light. ”

The ceremony also featured brief pre-
sentations from the yearbook authors Emma
Begijanyan, Andrias Ghukasyan, Sergey
Shakaryants, and Karapet Kalenchian, who
stated main ideological principles gquiding
their works, and prospective plans.
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ACNIS SEMINAR-COURSE
PROGRAM IS ACCOMPLISHED

From September 16 to December 2 2011, the Armenian Center
for National and International Studies (ACNIS) carried out a series
of seminar-courses entitled “Establishment of Civil Society and
Formation of Constitutional State in Armenia: Key Issues and New
Challenges” within the framework of the youth school program.

The program, which was made of twelve free seminars, scruti-
nized issues with relevance to peculiarities of transitional societies;
Armenia’s and Artsakh’s paths of democratization; and legal and
political aspects of citizen-society-state triangle. On September 23,
ACNIS founder Raffi K. Hovannisian welcomed the seminar-course
program participants, and wished them to build their future in Arme-
nia triumphing over the concerns to be addressed by the program.

ACNIS analysts as well as other leading policy specialists lec-
tured at these events. Selected seminars were accompanied by
documentary films’ screening.

At the end of this program, twenty five participants received
certificates.
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THE CENTER’S OUTLOOK
ON AGENDA 2011

The Armenian Center for National and International Studies
(ACNIS) in 2011 convened a number of policy discussions aimed
at addressing issues of relevance to Armenia and the region, alike.
These meetings brought together representatives from internation-
al organizations and the diplomatic community in Yerevan, leading
analysts, policy specialists, and members of the press.

The subject specific seminars, ranging from regional to domes-
tic and foreign policy issues, have probed into four broad areas: a)
political participation, governance and the rule of law; b) economic
development; c) the Karabakh issue; and d) the regional context
and beyond.

The first cluster of seminar-discussions has reflected on the
wide array of topics concerning domestic political developments in
Armenia, including the limits and opportunities of political forces
and society; sustainability of political parties in the absence of free
elections; main features of public opinion on democratization; post-
soviet stereotypes and challenges of independence.

The next range of issues dealt with during seminars has focused
on the economic situation in Armenia, in particular, treating the fol-

lowing concerns: challenges of gross foreign debt; interrelation of
economic growth and social justice; revenue generation measures
and budget expenditure allocations; issues related to emigration,
inflation and standards of living.

The roundtables have also specifically looked at the current
state of diplomatic settlement of the Karabakh issue, or to be more
precise, the post-Kazan situation and the likely political scenarios
after yet another letdown toward resolving the problem; the future
of Minsk Group and the perspective role of the EU in the peaceful
settlement of the Karabakh issue; possible outcomes of, and exist-
ing concerns regarding the recognition of the Mountainous Kara-
bagh Republic (MKR).

Last but not least, while considering intra-regional and inter-
regional developments, most recent uprisings in several countries
of the Arab world and the preconditions behind them; the likelihood
of the rebellions’ penetration into the countries of the South Cau-
casus, including Armenia; Iran’s reaction to the “Arab Spring”; and
several other related matters have been at the core of the Center’s

policy roundtables.

CENTER CALENDAR OF KEY EVENTS 201 1

JANUARY

15

In Tsakhkadzor, ACNIS director
Richard Giragosian joins Prime
Minister Tigran Sarkisian and
Finnish Ambassador to Armenia
Petri Salo as a guest lecturer at
a seminar organized by the Ye-
revan School of Political Stud-
ies. Giragosian delivers a lecture
entitled “Leveraging Globalization
to Forge National Power in Arme-
nia.”

18

Center senior analyst Man-
vel Sargsian gives an interview
to Capital daily entitled “Armenia
is the One That ‘Pulverized’ Art-
sakh’s Opposition.”

At the invitation of the European
Union Delegation to Armenia,
Richard Giragosian provides a
briefing focusing on “Armenia in
2011,” which offers a two-part
analysis of Armenian foreign
policy and domestic political and
economic reform, followed by an
assessment of the outlook for Ar-
menia through the coming year.

19

Manvel Sargsian gives an inter-
view to Vestnik Kavkaza news
agency entitled “Armenia Has Be-
gun the Process of Putting ‘Their
Own.””

20

ACNIS holds a special briefing
entitled “An Assessment of the
Recent Revolution in Tunisia: Are
There Lessons for Armenia?,’
with a presentation by Center di-
rector Richard Giragosian.

22

Sargsian’s commentary on “Ar-
menia ‘Sold for a Cheap Price’ Its
Position on the Territorial Integrity
of Cyprus” is published by Reg-
num news agency.

26

ACNIS senior analyst Manvel
Sargsian gives an interview to
the Avangard weekly newspaper
entitled “We Live in the Era of Big
Changes.”

FEBRUARY

2

ACNIS senior analyst Manvel
Sargsian’s comments on “Arme-
nia: Egypt Events Energizing Op-
position in Yerevan” are covered
by Eurasianet.org news agency.

Sargsian’s cemmentary on “The
[PACE] Subcommittee’s Reopen-
ing Corresponds to the Armenian
Positions” is published by Hra-
parak daily.

3

Manvel Sargsian’s comments on
“Wrestling for Authority: ‘Polite’
Politics Already Yield to Trash

Talk Ahead of 2012 Showdown”
is covered by Armenianow.com
news agency.

7

Center founder Raffi K. Hovan-
nisian attends Armenian Consti-
tutional Court’s 15" anniversary
reception.

ACNIS director Richard Girago-
sian welcomes Irish Ambassador
to Armenia John Rowan and briefs
him on recent developments in
Armenia and the region.

10

Hovannisian attends an Iranian
Embassy reception marking the
32" anniversary of the lIslamic
Revolution and confers with Am-
bassador Seyed Ali Saghayan.

12

Center senior analyst Manvel
Sargsian’s analyses on the Arme-
nian coalition government’s new
agreement plan are published by
Aravot daily.

15

ACNIS senior analyst Hovsep
Khurshudian’s-comments on the
Russian military base-in Armenia
are covered by Kavkazskiy-Uzel
news agency.

Manvel Sargsian’s comments on
“They Are Expecting the Start of
the Revolution” are published by
Haykakan Zhamanak daily.

Richard Giragosian gives an inter-
view to Capital weekly newspaper
entitled “Aliev is the Mobarak of
the Caucasus.”

17

On the invitation of the Russian
Ambassador Vlyacheslav Kova-
lenko, Center founder Raffi Hov-
annisian attends the “Virtuosi of
Armenian Jazz” musical evening
and afterwards confers with the
Ambassador.

22

Hovannisian attends Estonian In-
dependence Day reception and
meets with Ambassador Piret
Lukk.

ACNIS director Richard Girago-
sian attends and addresses at
the roundtable entitled “Human
Rights in the Army,” organized by
the OSCE Yerevan office and the
Armenian Ministry of Defense.

24

Raffi Hovannisian attends the Del-
egation of the European Union to
Armenia’s farewell reception for
Ambassador Peter Semneby, the
EU Special Representative for
the South Caucasus, and confers
with Semneby and Ambassador
Raul de Luzenberger, the Head of
the EU Delegation to Armenia.

Giragosian meets with James
Nixey from London’s. Chatham
House.



Hovannisian meets with the
French Ambassador to Armenia
Henri Reynaud.

25

Center director Richard Gira-
gosian gives an interview to the
Hayatsq weekly newspaper en-
titted “They [the Armenian and
Azerbaijani presidents] Will Reach
But One Agreement in Sochi: Cof-
fee or Tea?”

ACNIS senior analyst Manvel
Sargsian gives an interview to
Capital daily entitled “The War
is Being Exploited to Maintain
Power.”

MARCH

2

ACNIS director Richard Girago-
sian’s article entitled “Armenia
Stuck Between Stagnation and
‘Mubarakization’ is covered by
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

3

Center senior analyst Manvel
Sargsian’s commentary on “Way
to Escape from Severity” is pub-
lished by Hraparak daily.

ACNIS director of administration
Karapet Kalenchian and senior
analyst Manvel Sargsian meet
with counselor Xing Fangfang and
attaché Pan Yong of the Chinese
Embassy.

5

Sargsian is the guest of “Hra-
parak” program on Yerkir Media
television.

7

Manvel Sargsian holds a press
conference on the Sargsian-Aliev-
Medvedev meeting in Sochi, cov-
ered by Kentron, Yerkir Media,
Armenia, AR, and Yerevan televi-
sions, Radio Liberty and Public
Radio, Zhamanak, Hayots Ash-
kharh, Hayastani Hanrapetutyun,
and Hraparak dailies, and by Neo-
News, Armenpress, Novosti Arme-
nia, and Regnum news agencies.

Sargsian is the guest of “Yerkri
Hartse” program on Yerkir Media
television.

9

Center director Richard Girago-
sian’s commentary on the Kara-
bagh conflict is published by Le
Figaro French daily.

12

ACNIS senior analyst Manvel
Sargsian receives and confers
with students from Artsakh State
University.

13

Richard Giragosian meets with
PACE Monitoring Co-Reporters
on Armenia John Prescott and
Axel Fischer.

23

Sargsian holds a press confer-
ence on “The Current Phases of
the Karabagh Diplomacy,” cov-
ered by Public Radio, Hayastani
Hanrapetutyun daily, and by Nou-
velles d’Arménie, Novosti Arme-
nia, and Arka news agencies.

24

Manvel Sargsian is the quest of
“Yerrord Hazaramiak” program
on Shoghakat television.

24-25

In Tsaghkadzor, Sargsian attends
a regional conference entitled
“South Caucasus: The Challeng-
es and European Perspectives,”
organized by the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation.

31

ACNIS senior analyst Manvel

Sargsian gives an interview to
Zhamanak daily on “The Minsk
Group Has Taken Armenia for a
Fool.”

APRIL

1

ACNIS announces new director
Manvel Sargsian and analysts Ed-
gar Vardanian and Saro Saroyan,
covered by Aravot, Novoye Vre-
mya, and Azg dailies, and by Lra-
gir.am, Tert.am, Report.am, Pan-
orama.am, A I+, 7or.am, News.az,
Asbarez.com, and Armenia Today
news agencies.

5

Manvel Sargsian gives an in-
terview to Capital daily on “The
Authorities are Returning to the
Brezhnev ‘Culture.””

6

Center director Manvel Sargsian
and director of administration
Karapet Kalenchian host and con-
fer with the Ukrainian Embassy’s
Deputy Head of Mission Igor S.
Roman and First Secretary Igor
Skvortsov.

7

Sargsian holds first press confer-
ence as Center’s new director of
research, covered by the Public
Radio, Hayastani Hanrapetutiun
daily, and by Panarmenian.net,
lin.am, Lragiram, Armenpress.
am, 7or.am, News.am, Ankakh.
am, Mardik.am, Henaran.am,
Arminfo.am, Regnum, Armenia
Today, and Novosti Armenia news
agencies.

9

ACNIS convenes a roundtable for
students entitled “Current State
of Diplomatic Settlement of the
Mountainous Karabagh Issue:
Negotiations and Incidents Along
the Line of Contact of the Armed
Forces” and shows a documen-
tary film entitled “Artsakh: At the
Crossroads of History,” covered
by Lragiram, Slag.am, Armen-
press.am, Ankakh.am, Henaran.
am, and Armenia Today news
agencies.

13

Manvel Sargsian is the guest
of “Realpolitik” program of /in.
am news agency, also covered by
Zhamanak daily.

Center analyst Edgar Vardanian
is the gquest of “Hayeli” press
club, covered by Public Radio,
Hayastani Hanrapetutiun daily,
and by Armenpress.am, News.
am, Mardik.am, and Novosti Ar-
menia news agencies.

14

Vardanian gives an interview to
Zhamanak daily and Tin.am news
agency on “Awaiting the Polish
‘Solidarity.””

15

ACNIS founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian meets and confers with Am-
bassador Raul de Luzenberger,
the Head of the EU Delegation to
Armenia.

7

18

Center director of administration
Karapet Kalenchian attends Irani-
an Embassy reception on the oc-
casion of the Armed Forces Day
of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

19

Hovannisian meets and confers
with George Vickers, Open Soci-
ety Institute Director of Interna-
tional Operations, and Michael
Hall, Regional Director for the
Caucasus and Central Asia.

ACNIS director Manvel Sargsian
hosts and confers with British Am-
bassador Charles Lonsdale.

20

Center convenes a policy round-
table entitled “Arab Revolts and
Their Potential Impact on the
South Caucasus,” covered by
Kentron, Yerkir Media and Yere-
van televisions, and by Lragir.am,
7or.am, Henaran.am, lin.am, Me-
diaMax.am, Mardik.am, Arminfo.
am, Ankahk.am, Tert.am, Slaq.am,
Panarmenian.net, Aysor.am, and
Novosti Armenia news agencies.

Manvel Sargsian hosts and con-
fers with Dutch Ambassador Pi-
eter Jan Langenberg.

Sargsian’s commentary on the
first Armenian president’s inter-
view with BBC concerning the
Karabagh issue is covered by Ar-
menia television.

21

ACNIS senior analyst Hovsep
Khurshudian meets and confers
with the Ukrainian Embassy’s
Deputy Head of Mission Igor S.
Roman and First Secretary Igor
Skvortsov.

22

Raffi Hovannisian meets and
confers with Swedish members
of parliament Annelie Enochson
from the Christian Democratic
Party and Fredrik Malm of the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Hovsep Khurshudian attends a dis-
cussion entitled “The Role of En-
ergy in the Processes of Regional
Cooperation and Settlement of



8

Armenia-Turkey Relations,” orga-
nized by the International Center
for Human Development (ICHD).

Khurshudian meets and confers
with  Romanian consul Dragos
Nitipir-Zamfirescu.

24

Center founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian’s comments on the Armenian
Genocide are covered by Radio
Liberty, H1, Armenia and Yerevan
televisions, and by AT+, Armen-
press.am, Regnum, and Novosti
Armenia news agencies.

25-26

Sargsian’s analyses on the Arme-
nian Genocide’s recognition issue
are covered by Radio Liberty and
168 Zham daily.

27

ACNIS director Manvel Sargsian
and director of administration
Karapet Kalenchian are hosted by
and confer with Ukrainian Ambas-
sador Ivan Kukhta.

Manvel Sargsian gives an inter-
view to Religions.am news agency
on “Now the Church is Very Valu-
able for the Authorities.”

28

Center analyst Saro Saroyan gives
an interview to Capital daily on do-
mestic political developments.

28-29

In Vladikavkaz, Russia, ACNIS se-
nior analyst Hovsep Khurshudian
attends and addresses at the sec-
ond international regional confer-
ence entitled “The Great Victory
Achieved Thanks to Unity: The
Caucasus During the Years of the
Great Patriotic War,” organized by
the Center for Humanitarian Co-
operation.

29

Center analyst Edgar Vardanian
attends a civil society meeting
with EU Commissioner Stefan
File.

MAY

4

ACNIS director Manvel Sargsian
gives an interview to Capital daily
on “Artsakh is Silent Because
They Have Pressured It and Not
Allowed to Open Its Mouth.”

Sargsian’s commentary on “Rus-
sia is Jealous” is published by Ara-
vot daily.

5

Center holds a roundtable dis-
cussion entitled “Armenia: Public
Demands and Domestic Political
Proposals,” covered by Lragir.
am, Zham.am, 7oram, News.
am, Ankakh.com, lin.am, He-
naran.am, Noyan Tapan, Tert.am,
Haynews.am, Armenia Today, and
Regnum news agencies.

Manvel Sargsian gives an inter-
view to Hdirriyet Daily News on
“No Opening Date Yet for Contro-
versial Karabagh Airport.”

6

ACNIS translator and area spe-
cialist Sayat Kuyumcuyan attends
launch of the Armenian version of
the book entitled Grandchildren
(of Islamized Armenians in Tur-
key), co-authored by Turkish an-
thropologist Ayse Gl Altinay and
human rights defender Fethiye
Cetin.

7

Center analyst Edgar Vardanian
gives an interview to Capital daily
on “The Third Power Likewise is a
Speculation.”

9

ACNIS director Manvel Sarg-
sian’s commentary entitled “It is
Armenia Which Allows Azerbaijan
to Open Fire” is published by Hra-
parak daily.

10

In Chatham .House in London,
Center Founder Raffi K. Hovan-
nisian addresses a Royal Institute
of International Affairs roundtable
on “Armenia’s Domestic and Re-
gional Challenges.”

12
Sargsian gives an interview to
Zhamanak daily and 7in.am news

agency on “We Ourselves are
Causing War Against Us.”

14

Within the framework of the 100"
anniversary of Jamanak Armenian
daily of Istanbul, Sayat Kuyum-
cuyan attends launch of the book
entitled From Within the Fire, au-
thored by the daily’s founder Mi-
sak Kogunyan.

15

Manvel Sargsian gives an inter-
view to H television on the Kara-
bagh conflict and cease-fire viola-
tions at the line of contact.

16

ACNIS director of administration
Karapet Kalenchian’s commen-
tary on “The Armenian Side Must
Resign from the Karabagh Talks”
is covered by Armenia Today
news agency.

Edgar Vardanian is the quest of
“Azat Kaghakatsi” program on
Yerkir Media television.

16-18

Center analyst Saro Saroyan at-
tends “Armenia-Turkey Policy and
Media Discussions,” organized by
Eurasia Partnership Foundation
together with the Istanbul-based
Global Political Trends Center, Ye-
revan Press Club, and assistance
from USAID.

17

ACNIS analysts Edgar Vardanian
and Saro Saroyan take part in the
international conference entitled
“Caucasus 2010,” organized by
the Caucasus Media Institute.

18

Saro Saroyan’s comments on
“Tragedy of the Circassians is
the Subject of Georgia-US-Russia
Machinations” are covered by
Azg daily.

19

Center founder Raffi K. Hovan-
nisian holds a press conference
on domestic and international
policy challenges, covered by H1,
HZ2, Armenia, Kentron, Yerkir Me-
dia, Yerevan, and AR televisions,
RadioLiberty and Public Radio,
Alplus.am, ~7or.am, MediaMax.
am, Arminfo.am, Armenpress.am,
Mardik.am, Hetq.am, Panarme-
nian.net, lin.am, Slaq.am, Zham.
am, Tert.am, Report.am, Epress.
am, Emedia.am, Neonews.am,
News.am, Aysor.am, Lragir.am,
ArmeniaNow.com, Henaran.am,
Panorama.am, and Novosti Arme-

nia news agencies, and by Aravot,
Hraparak, Capital, Irates De Fac-
to, Azg, Hayots Ashkharh, Zhog-
hovurd, Yerkir and Zhamanak
dailies.

Hovannisian meets with EU am-
bassadors, foreign mission rep-
resentatives to Armenia, and of-
ficials from the European Union
delegation to Armenia, including
the United Kingdom’s Ambassa-
dor Charles Lonsdale, French Am-
bassador Henry Renault, Swedish
Ambassador Diana Janse, Dutch
Ambassador Pieter Langenberg,
as well as the Romanian, Polish,
and German deputy heads of mis-
sion.

ACNIS convenes a policy roundta-
ble entitled “The Karabagh Ques-
tion in Armenia and International
Arena: New Circumstances, Old
Approaches,” covered by Lragir.
am, lin.am, Arminfo.am, 7or.am,
Aysor.am, Alplus.am, Ankakh.
com, Slag.am, News.am, Zham.
am, Hetq.am, Panarmenian.net
and Armenia Today news agen-
cies, and by Yerkirand Zhamanak
dailies.

Center director Manvel Sargsian
gives an interview to 168 Zham
daily entitled “The Authorities
Are Resorting to a Complicated
Game.”

ACNIS senior analyst Hovsep
Khurshudian’s commentary on
“The CSTO is a Bogus Organiza-
tion” is covered by Kavkazskiy
Uzel news agency.

21

Center founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian attends Europe Day celebra-
tion, meets and confers with Am-
bassador Raul de Luzenberger,
Head of the EU Delegation to
Armenia.

22

Raffi Hovannisian is the guest of
“Khoskits Khosk” program on 72
television.

Manvel Sargsian gives an inter-
view to Armnews television on the
Karabagh conflict and cease-fire
violations at the line of contact.

23

ACNIS analyst Edgar Vardanian
gives an interview to Radio Liberty
on amnesty in Armenia.

25
At Aram Khachaturian House-Mu-
seum, the Center and “Kantegh”



Armenian classical music en-
semble jointly present a concert-
lecture devoted to the renowned
Armenian composer and musicol-
ogist Komitas. The event brings
together numerous music lovers
including Ambassador Raul de
Luzenberger, head of the EU Del-
egation to Armenia, and other rep-
resentatives from the diplomatic
community in Yerevan. The event
is covered by Aravot daily, and
News.am, Hetq.am, Panarme-
nian.net, and Ankahk.com news
agencies.

26

ACNIS director of administra-
tion Karapet Kalenchian attends
Georgian Embassy reception on
the Day of Restoration of Inde-
pendence of Georgia.

26-27

Center analyst Saro Saroyan and
area specialist Sayat Kuyum-
cuyan attend “The Prospects
of Diaspora in the Globalizing
World” international conference,
organized by the Armenian Minis-
try of Diaspora.

27

ACNIS founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian attends Argentine Embassy
reception on National Day, meets
and confers with Ambassador
Miguel Angel Cueno.

Center director Manvel Sargsian
is the guest of “Sur Hartser” pro-
gram on Armnews television.

30

Manvel Sargsian and analyst
Saro Saroyan attend launch of
the book entitled Arbitral Award of
the President of the United States
of America Woodrow Wilson, pre-
pared by the Modus Vivendi Cen-
ter.

JUNE

1

ACNIS director Manvel Sargsian’s
article on “‘The Right to War’: An
Obstacle to the Exhaustion of the
Conflict” is published by Analyti-
con journal.

2

Center founder Raffi K. Hovan-
nisian attends Italian Embassy
reception on National Day and
confers with Ambassador Bruno
Scapini.

3

Manvel Sargsian gives an in-
terview to Armenia Today news
agency on “Azerbaijan’s Policy
of Blackmail Will Work Against
ltself.”

7

Raffi Hovannisian attends US Em-
bassy reception on the US Inde-
pendence Day and bids farewell
to Ambassador Marie L. Yovano-
vitch.

8

Hovannisian and Sargsian attend
British Embassy reception mark-
ing the birthday of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II.

Raffi Hovannisian meets and con-
fers with Martha Beard, Regional
Representative of the National En-
dowment for Democracy (NED).

9

Hovannisian answers to Hefq.am
news agency’s online questions
asked by the readers.

10

ACNIS holds a roundtable discus-
sion entitled “Present-Day Devel-
opments in Armenia’s Economy,”
covered by AT+, 7or.am, Armenia
Today, Slag.am news agencies,
and by Delovoy Express weekly.

Center director Manvel Sargsian
attends British Embassy banquet
in honor of Laurie Bristow, Direc-
tor for Eastern Europe and Cen-
tral Asia at the British Foreign and
Commonwealth Office.

11

ACNIS analyst Edgar ‘Vardanian
gives an interviewcto Zhamanak
daily on dialogue ‘between Arme-
nian authorities and the opposi-
tion.

12

Vardanian is the guest of “Real-
politic” online program of Jin.am
news agency.

14

Center analyst Saro Saroyan at-
tends a seminar entitled “Agenda
2011 of Armenian Foreign Policy:
New Trends and Realities,” or-
ganized by the Analytical Centre
on Globalization and Regional
Cooperation, with support by the
Friedrich Ebert Foundation.

15

Manvel Sargsian meets and con-
fers with German Ambassador
Hans Johan Schmidt.

Edgar Vardanian gives an inter-
view to Zhamanak daily and Tin.
am news agency on “There are
Legal Grounds for Early Elec-
tions.”

16

Saro Saroyan’s commentary on
the Armenia-lran oil pipeline is
covered by AR television.

20

ACNIS director Manvel Sargsian’s
views on the Karabagh question
are covered by France Press
news agency.

21

Sargsian gives an interview to
Capital daily on “The Initiative has
Passed to, and Remains at, the
Co-Chairing Countries.”

22

Center staff welcomes Professor
Gregory Aftandilian of the North-
eastern University in Boston and a
group of students from this institu-
tion of higher education.

23

Manvel Sargsian hosts and con-
fers with Professor Graeme Rob-
ertson of the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Sargsian’s comments on “Presi-
dential Meeting May Give Start
to Diplomatic Process Transfor-
mation” are covered by-News.az
news agency.

24

ACNIS founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian attends 3 1%t General Meeting
of the Armenian Revolutionary
Federation.

G

Center director Manvel Sargsian’s
comments on “Russia Hosts the
Karabagh Peace Talks” are cov-
ered by Hurriyet Daily News.

Manvel Sargsian’s analyses on
the Karabagh issue are covered
by The Moscow Times.

27

Manvel Sargsian is the guest of
“Yerkri Hartse” program on Yerkir
Media television.

28

ACNIS director Manvel Sargsian
gives an interview to Haykakan
Zhamanak daily on “What Will
Come After Kazan?”

Center senior analyst Hovsep
Khurshudian gives an interview
to AR television on Armenia’s for-
eign debt.

30

ACNIS holds a roundtable discus-
sion entitled “Current Situation
Concerning Mountainous Kara-
bagh Following the Kazan Meet-
ing of the Presidents,” covered by
Public Radio, 7or.am, Armenpress.
am, Arminfo.am, News.am, Slaq.
am, Lragir.am, Novosti Armenia,
and Regnum news agencies.

Center founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian gives comments to Arminfo.
am news agency on Armenia’s
domestic political challenges.

JULY

2

ACNIS analyst Saro Saroyan is th
guest of “Hraparak” program on
Yerkir Media television.

4

Center holds a roundtable discus-
sion entitled “The Impact of Arab
Revolutions on Iran,” covered by
Kentron television, Public Radio,
Noyan Tapan weekly, Slag.am,
Hetq.am, Haynews.am, Ankakh.
com, Panorama.am, Armenia To-
day, and Regnum news agencies.

ACNIS director Manvel Sargsian’s
comments on “Such Result From
the Meeting Held in Kazan Let the
Powerful Countries Make Another
Suggestion” are covered by Noy-
an Tapan weekly.

8-9

Center founder Raffi K. Hovan-
nisin’s comments on Armenia’s
domestic and foreign political



10

challenges are covered by AT+,
Armenpress, Regnum, 7or.am,
and Panarmenian.net news agen-
cies, and Hraparak daily.

9

Sargsian gives an interview to
Zhoghovurd daily on the Kara-
bagh issue.

14

Raffi Hovannisian attends French
Embassy reception on the occa-
sion of National Day and confers
with Ambassador Henri Reynaud.

22

ACNIS analyst Armine Ghazar-
ian’s comments on “The Poor-but-
Proud Character of the Armenian
People” are covered by Armedia.
am news agency.

25

Armine Ghazarian gives an inter-
view to Armedia news agency on
“Terrorism in Norway: Psycholo-
gist Point of View.”

27

Edgar Vardanian and Saro Sa-
royan attend a discussion entitled
“Diaspora-Armenia Relations:
The Present and The Perspec-
tives”, organized by Sardarapat
movement.

Vardanian and Saroyan attend a
presentation of the book entitled
“Annual Report 2009-2010: De-
veloping a new vision”, organized
by Policy Forum Armenia.

29

Armine Ghazarian gives an in-
terview to Zhamanak daily, titled
“Migration is Based on Processes
Taking Place Inside the Country.”

30

Center founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian gives an interview to Hayatsk
daily on Karabagh issue.

AUGUST

3

ACNIS analyst Edgar Varda-
nian gives an interview to Aravot
daily on “Are They Again Trying
to Involve Us Into Antigeorgian
Games?”

4

Vardanian is the guest of “The
Shift” (Hertapokh) program of
AABC television of Los-Angeles.

5

Center analyst Saro Saroyan

gives an interview to Radio Lib-
erty on new state nominations in
Turkey.

10

Edgar Vardanian’s comments on
Russian president Dmitry Medve-
dev’s bilateral meetings with the
Armenian and Azerbaijani presi-
dents are covered by Kavkaz.ge
news agency.

16
Vardanian’s comments on “Are
They Again Trying to Involve Us
Into Antigeorgian Games?” are
covered by /nosmi.ru news agen-
cy.

19

ACNIS analyst Armine Ghazarian
gives an interview to Armedia.am
news agency on “Erdogan is not
an Alternative to Ataturk.”

Center analyst Edgar Vardanian
is the guest of “Gala News Havel-
vats” program on Gala television.

20

Armine Ghazarian gives an inter-
view to /in.am news agency on
“Facebook is the Most Politicised
Social Network in Armenia.”

Vardanian gives an interview to
Armenia Today news agency on
“Medvedev Ties Certain Hopes
With Ankara.”

24

Edgar Vardanian gives an inter-
view to Lragiram news agency
on “Factors of Pro-Russian Senti-
ment.”

26

ACNIS analyst Edgar Vardanian
gives an interview to Aravot daily
on Wikileaks’ publications about
Armenia.

31

Center director Manvel Sarg-
sian attends German Embassy
banquet in honor of Christian
Schmidt, the Parliamentary State
Secretary at the German Federal
Ministry of Defense.

SEPTEMBER

1

ACNIS director Manvel Sargsian
takes part in a meeting with Trina
Saha, Armenia Desk Officer at
the US Department of State.

5
Joint article by ACNIS director

Manvel Sargsian and the Chair-
man of the Public Council on
Foreign and Security Policy of
Artsakh Masis Mayilian, entitled
“Imperatives of Reconsidering the
Principles for the Peaceful Settle-
ment of the Karabagh Conflict,”
is published in The Analyticon
monthly journal.

6

Center staff attends launch of the
Armenian version of the book enti-
tled Family of Shadows, authored
by writer Garin K. Hovannisian.

QGrUUSUL
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Manvel Sargsian meets and con-
fers with Igor S. Roman, advisor at
the Embassy of Ukraine.

ACNIS analyst Saro Saroyan’s
comments on Turkish-Israeli rela-
tions are covered by Radio Lib-
erty.

7

Center director of administra-
tion Karapet Kalenchian attends
Ukrainian Embassy reception on
the occasion of Independence
Day.

ACNIS analyst Armine Ghazari-
an’s commentary on “The Society
Requires Exposure” is covered by
lin.am news agency.

7-9

In Krinica, Poland, ACNIS founder
Raffi K. Hovannisian addresses
the XXI Economic Forum on
Mountainous Karabagh’s inde-
pendence and regional security,
speaks to the Sixth Economic
Forum of Young Leaders, and
confers with European statesman
and specialists.

WORLD
ECONOMIC
FORUM

9

Center director Manvel Sargsian
gives an interview to Kavkazskiy
Uzel news agency on “All Eyes of

the Parties to the Karabagh Con-
flict are on the Superpowers”.

ACNIS analyst Edgar Vardanian
gives an interview to Golos Rossii
radio station on the situation in the
Armenian army.

10

In Krakow, Poland, Raffi Hovan-
nisian visits Armenian community,
meets with leaders, teachers and
students at the Armenian Satur-
day School.

11

Manvel Sargsian’s comments on
the statement of Uruguayan Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs Luis Almagro
about the Mountainous Karabagh
are covered by Yerkir Media tele-
vision.

12

Sargsian gives an interview to
Lragiram news agency on “When
Your Lord is not God.”

13

Hovannisian attends a reception
on the occasion of the Annual Re-
gional Meeting of Heads of OSCE
Field Operations in the South Cau-
casus and to bid farewell to Am-
bassador Sergey Kapinos, Head
of the OSCE Office in Yerevan.

14

Center director Manvel Sargsian’s
article entitled “The Civil Awaken-
ing of Armenia” is published in Ye-
revak monthly journal.

16

Within the framework of the youth
school program, ACNIS holds the
first session of its lecture series,
entitled “Law and Justice in Transi-
tional (Non-Legal) States: Violation
of the Principle of Equal Rights,”
with a presentation by ACNIS di-
rector Manvel Sargsian.

17

Center founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian holds a press conference on
domestic and international policy
challenges, covered by HI, H2,
Armnews, Armenia, Shant, 12TV
and Kentron televisions, Radlo Lib-
erty, Radio Hay and Public Radio,
Maxinfo.am, Slag.am, Henaran.
am, lin.am, Mardik.am, News.am,
Report.am, Tert.am, NeoNews.
am, Lragir.am, Emedia.am, Pan-
orama.am, Aysor.am, Panarme-
nian.net, Mamul.am, Arminfo.am,
MediaMax.am, 7or.am, Armenia
Today, Novosti Armenia, and Ar-
menpress.am news agencies, and
Aravot daily.



18-20

In Kiev, Ukraine, Hovannisian ad-
dresses the International Consul-
tation of Parliamentarians where
MPs and ambassadors from
throughout Europe have gathered
here to mark the 70th anniversary
of the Babiy Yar massacre and
to discuss genocide, racism, and
anti-Semitism in the new era.

19

ACNIS analyst Edgar Vardanian is
the guest of “Hayeli” program on
Vem radio station.

20

Manvel Sargsian is the guest of
“Molorak” program on Yerkir Me-
dia television.

Sargsian takes part in a round-
table discussion with political
analysts from Washington Rachel
Schnittman and Brent Butcher on
the Armenian-Russian relations,
organized by the United States
Embassy.

Center senior analyst Hovsep
Khurshudian’s comments on
“Armenia’s Dependence on Rus-
sia Restricts the Country’s Devel-
opment” are covered by Kavkazs-
kiy Uzel news agency.

20-22

ACNIS director Manvel Sargsian
takes part in an online conference
entitted “The Karabagh Status
Quo on the Background of Geopo-
litical Processes-2011: Incentives
for (Not) Maintaining the Status
Quo,” held in Caucasus Journal-
ists Network, with support by the
British Embassies in Armenia and
Azerbaijan.

21

Center founder Raffi K. Hovan-
nisian’s comments on the 20®"
anniversary of Armenia’s Inde-
pendence are covered by Radio
Liberty.

23

Raffi Hovannisian is the guest of
“Khoski iravunk” program on H2
television.

Hovannisian gives an interview to
Orakarg daily on the 20" anniver-
sary of Armenia’s Independence.

ACNIS holds the second session
of its seminar-course program en-
titled “Formation of Constitutional
State in Armenia,” with a presen-
tation by Center analyst Saro Sa-
royan and welcoming remarks by
Hovannisian.

24

Raffi Hovannisian meets and con-
fers with Georgian Ambassador
Tengiz Sharmanashvili, Senior
Counselor George Saganelidze
and Counselor Nino Aptsiauri.

26

Center director Manvel Sargsian
is the quest of “Post Scriptum”
program on A7+ on line televi-
sion.

28

ACNIS director of administration
Karapet Kalenchian attends Chi-
nese Embassy reception marking
the 62nd anniversary of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

29
Manvel Sargsian is the guest of
“Ashkharhayatsk” program on

Vem radio station.

30

ACNIS holds the third session of
its lecture series, entitled “Es-
tablishment of Civil Society and
Formation of Constitutional State
in Armenia: Key Issues and New
Challenges,” with a presentation
by ethnographer Aghasi Tadevo-
sian.

Center director Manvel Sargsian
is the guest of “Discourse” online
program on in.am news agency.

OCTOBER

1

ACNIS founder Raffi. K. Hovanni-
sian is the guest of “Hayelu Araj”
program on Kentron television.

3

Sargsian attends German Embas-
sy reception on the Day of Ger-
man Unity.

Edgar Vardanian is the guest of
Civilnet online television and gives
comments on current political de-
velopments in Armenia.

4

Raffi Hovannisian meets and con-
fers with Justin Friedman, the Di-
rector of the Officerof Caucasus
Affairs and Regional Conflicts in
the Bureau of European and Eur-
asian Affairs at the U.S. Depart-
ment of State.

ACNIS senior analyst Hovsep
Khurshudian’s comments on Ar-
menian-lranian gas pipeline are
covered by AR television.

Center analyst Edgar Vardanian
gives an interview to Orakarg
daily on “Armenia’s and Russia’s
Realities Are Different.”

5

ACNIS founder Raffi Hovanni-
sian meets and confers with the
Speaker Nabih Berri of Lebanese
Parliament.

6

Raffi Hovannisian meets and con-
fers with the Board Members of
European Bank for Reconstruc-
tion and Development: Valeriu
Razlog, the Head of RO Yerevan,
Ole Hovland, the Alternate Direc-
tor for Finland, Norway and Lat-
via, Kurt Bayer, the Director for
Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Cyprus, Israel, Kazakhstan and
Malta, and others.

Manvel Sargsian is the guest of
“Ashkharhayatsk” program on
Vem radio.

Sargsian’s comments on domes-
tic political issues are covered by
Eurasianet.org and Medlalab.am
news agencies.

7

Center holds a reqgular session of
the youth school program, entitled
“The Concept of Constitutional
State in Armenia and Modern Phi-
losophy of Political Struggle,” with
a presentation by ACNIS analyst
Edgar Vardanian.

i It

10

ACNIS founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian attends a farewell reception
for Ambassador Raul de Luzen-
berger, the Head of Delegation of
the European Union in Armenia.

12

Raffi Hovannisian is the guest of
“Hartsazruyts” program on H/
television.

14

Center enters the second-stage
of the seminar-courses marked
with the lecture entitled “The Role
of Civil Society in the Process of
Democratization,” with a presen-
tation by Armen Grigorian, Chair-
man of the “Democracy for De-
velopment” NGO.

il

In Stepanakert, Manvel Sargsian,
as a keynote speaker, participates
in the seminar discussion entitled
“Imperatives of Reconsidering
the Principles for the Settlement
of the Artsakh Issue,” organized
by the Consortium of international
organizations, including Interna-
tional Alert, focused on peace-
building initiatives.

15

Sargsian meets and confers with
Professor Donnacha O Beachain
from Dublin City University.

17

Manvel Sargsian’s comments on
French President’s statements
during his visit to the Caucasus
are covered by Kavkazskiy Uzel
news agency.

19

Edgar Vardanian is the quest of
“Discourse” online program on
lin.am news agency.

21

ACNIS holds a regular session
of the youth school program, de-
voted to “Key Issues of Human
Rights Protection in Armenia,”
with a presentation by Arthur
Sakunts, Head of Helsinki Citi-
zen’s Assembly-Vanadzor.

Center senior analyst Hovsep
Khurshudian meets and confers
with  Romanian consul Dragos
Nitipir-Zamfirescu.

22

Center founder Raffi Hovannisian
attends the reopening ceremony
of The Saint Kirakos Church in
Diyarbakir.

23

ACNIS analyst Edgar Vardanian
gives comments to Ekho Kavkaza
on “Armenia Joins the Agree-
ment on Free Trade Zone.”

Vardanian’s comments on “Why
Does Armenia Need Free Trade
Zone?” are covered by Birzhevoy
Leader news agency.

25

Sargsian meets-and confers with
regional conflicts adviser Claire
Dellesard of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office.
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Center analyst Saro Saroyan’s
commentary on “[Minsk Group]
Co-Chairs Put Fresh Impetus
through a Sacred Factor” is cov-
ered by Public Radio.

27

Center convenes a policy round-
table entitled “Domestic Political
Developments in Armenia: Lim-
its and Opportunities of Political
Forces and Society”, covered by
Arminfo.am, Mardik.am, Lragir.
am, Hetq.am, lin.am, Armenia To-
day, Ankakh.com, Zham.am, and
Haynews.am news agencies.

28

ACNIS holds a regular session of
the youth school program, devot-
ed to the problem of freedom of
conscience in states governed by
the rule of law, with a presentation
by Stepan Danielyan, Chairman
of “Collaboration for Democracy”
Center.

ACNIS senior analyst Hovsep
Khurshudian’s comments on “Ar-
menia’s Uncompetitive Economy”
are covered by Institute for War
and Peace Reporting.

Manvel Sargsian’s commentary
on the prospects of Eurasian
union is published by Hayastani
Zrutsakits weekly.

29

ACNIS founder Raffi K. Hovan-
nisian meets and confers with
Nicolas Briec, European People
Party’s Secretary of External
Relations, and Eduardo Lorenzo
Ochoa, Long-term Policy Advisor
for Strengthening Democratic
Structures from the EU Advisory
Group to the Republic of Arme-
nia.

Manvel Sargsian is the guest of
“Tesaketneri Khachmeruk” pro-
gram on Radio Liberty.

31

Center director Manvel Sargsian
takes part in a press conference-
discussion on domestic political
issues, covered by HI and Ye-
revan televisions, Public Radio,
Arminfo.am, Novosti Armenia, Ar-
menia Today and Mardik.am news
agencies.

Manvel Sargsian’s comments on
“Deals or Free Elections” are cov-
ered by Lragir.am news agency.

Center analyst Saro Saroyan’s
analysis entitled “South Cau-
casus: Missed Opportunities?”
is published by The Analyticon
magazine.

NOVEMBER

3

Center founder Raffi K. Hovan-
nisian receives and confers with
U.S. Ambassador John Heffern.

Center director of administration
Karapet Kalenchian meets and
confers with Deputy Head of Mis-
sion at the Ukrainian Embassy
Igor S. Roman.

4
ACNIS holds a regular session of
the youth school program on “The
Twentieth Century Experience of
Democratization,” with a screen-
ing of a documentary film entitled
“Force More Powerful” and fol-
lowed by ACNIS analyst Edgar
Vardanian’s presentation.

7

Center senior analyst Hovsep
Khurshudian gives an interview
to AR television on the financial
crisis.

7-8

ACNIS director Manvel Sargsian’s
address during the discussion
in Artsakh entitled “Negotiations
Over Settlement of the Artsakh
Issue Twenty Years Later” is cov-
ered by Kavkazskiy Uzel, Regnum
and Lragir.am news agencies.

8

Center analyst Edgar Vardanian’s
comments on “Can Turkey Be a
Mediator Between Armenia and
Azerbaijan?” are published by
Aravot daily.

11

ACNIS holds a regular session
of the youth school program de-
voted to the activities carried out
by civic initiatives in Armenia, with
a presentation by Arpine Gal-
fayan, president of the Institute
for Democracy and Human Rights
(IDHR).

14

Edgar Vardanian is the guest of
“Hertapokh” program of AABC
TV (Los-Angeles).

14-15

As part of a fourteen-person opin-
ion formers group from Armenia,
ACNIS director Manvel Sargsian
pays a visit to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization Headquarters
(NATO HQ) for cognitive purpos-
es, takes part in discussions on
the culture of security promoted
by NATO; emerging security chal-
lenges; relations between NATO
and Russia; security sector re-
forms in Armenia; and prospects
of NATO-Armenia cooperation.

16

Center analyst Saro Saroyan is
the guest of “Hertapokh” program
of AABC TV (Los-Angeles)

17

ACNIS founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian addresses a reception held in
honor of German-French publicist,
sociologist and political scientist
Professor Alfred Grosser, confers
with the German Ambassador
Hans-Jochen Schmidt.

Manvel Sargsian meets with
Head of South Caucasus Team
Josephine Gauld of the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office and
confers with her on the regional
developments and matters of do-
mestic political concern.

18

Center holds a regular session of
its seminar-course program en-
titled “Immaturity of Democratic
Institutions and Public Activity in
the Absence of Justice”, with a
presentation by Ruben Sargsyan,
Chairman of APR Group.

21

ACNIS analyst Edgar Vardanian
is the quest of “PS.” program
on AT+ online television.

22

Raffi Hovannisian receives Euro-
pean People’s Party (EPP) delega-
tion members.

Hovannisian attends Lebanese
Embassy reception marking the
68" anniversary of the Indepen-
dence of Lebanon, confers with
the Chargé d Affaires a.i. Ziad
Atallah.

Center director -Manvel Sarg-
sian gives an interview to. Lragir.
am news agency on ‘“Leaders
Must Be Ready to Die.”

Edgar Vardanian is the gquest
of “Tapantsik Zruyts” program
on CivilNet online television.

23

Manvel Sargsian is the guest of
“Realpolitik” online program on
lin.am news agency.

Sargsian gives an interview to
Avangard newspaper on “The
Danger of Uncertainty of Values
and Principles.”

25

ACNIS holds a reqgular session of
the youth school program, devot-
ed to “Formation of Civil Society
in Artsakh since 1988: Challeng-
es and Opportunities,” presented
by Hayk Khanumyan, Chairman
of the “European Movement in
Artsakh” NGO.

Center analyst Saro Saroyan’s
comments on “Erdoghan’s
Show?” are published by Aravot
daily.

29

ACNIS founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian addresses an open seminar-
discussion, entitled “Rethinking
the G-Word,” held by the Law De-
partment of the American Univer-
sity of Armenia.

DECEMBER

2

ACNIS hosts a special reception
to release the Center’s new an-
nual yearbook publication, entitled
“South Caucasus After 2008.”
The event was attended by rep-
resentatives from the diplomatic
community in Yerevan, members
of the Armenian parliament, ex-
perts, analysts, and members of
the press.

Center holds a regular session
of its seminar-course program
entitled “Legal Bases of the Kara-
bagh Issue”, with a presentation
by Andrias Ghukasyan, interna-
tional law expert.

ACNIS founder Raffi K. Hovanni-
sian attends Romanian Embassy
reception on the occasion of the
National Day of Romania, con-
fers with the Ambassador Crina
Prunariu.

9

Center holds the last session of
the youth school program, entitled
“Diaspora, Statehood and Nation-
al Identity,” with a presentation by
researcher Armen Grigoryan.



THE CENTER’S
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PUBLICATIONS IN 2011

PUBLISHED BOOKS

SOUTH CAUCASUS AFTER 2008, ACNIS 2011 Yearbook,
in Armenian, English-and Russian

PROJECTS

THE PROJECT OF REFORM IN THE SCIENTIFIC DOMAIN,
Harutyun Karapetyan, March, in English, in Armenian

ANALYSES

THE FACTOR OF PUBLIC TRUST, Saro Saroyan, April, in
Armenian

THE ELECTION ISSUE AMONG ARMENIA’S
OPPOSITION, Edgar Vardanian, April, in Armenian

THE ALIEV REGIME’S IDEOLOGICAL “ARSENAL” IN ITS
FIGHT AGAINST THE OPPOSITION, Saro Saroyan, April, in
Armenian

DEBATE ON THE CONSTITUTION AND
CONSTITUTIONAL ORDER IN ARMENIA, Edgar Vardanian,
April, in Armenian

SUBJECTIVE AND OBJECTIVE FACTORS OF THE ARAB
REVOLUTIONS, Saro Saroyan, April, in Armenian

POTENTIAL DISCOURSE BETWEEN THE ARMENIAN
NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC) AND THE AUTHORITIES,
Edgar Vardanian, April, in Armenian

DOMESTIC POLITICS ENTER THE PHASE OF STRAINED
PUBLIC NERVES, Saro Saroyan, May, in Armenian

CONTENT OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL ORDER, Edgar
Vardanian, May, in Armenian

THE “DIVISION STREET”: A GUARANTEE FOR RUSSIAN-
TURKISH RAPPROCHEMENT, Saro Saroyan, May, in
Armenian

CONTENT OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL ORDER, Edgar
Vardanian, May, in Armenian

HOW FAR WILL THE USE OF CIRCASSIAN “DECK OF
CARDS” TAKE GEORGIA?, Saro Saroyan, May, in Armenian

THE TOP PRIORITY ISSUE OF ARMENIA’S DEMOCRATIC
OPPOSITION FORCES, Edgar Vardanian, May, in Armenian

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE ISSUE: AGAIN WITHIN
THE FRAMEWORK OF POLITICAL_SPECULATION, Saro
Saroyan, May, in Armenian

HUMAN RIGHTS IN A CHANGING WORLD, Edgar
Vardanian, May, in Armenian

THE ISRAEL EXPERIENCE: NEW PROSPECTS FOR THE
MOUNTAINOUS KARABAGH ISSUE, Saro Saroyan, May, in
Armenian

THE AGENDA OF FORMAL DISCOURSE, Edgar Vardanian,
June, in Armenian

WILL HAMA (IN SYRIA) GO TOO FAR?, Saro Saroyan, June,
in Armenian

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY AND USE OF FORCE, Edgar
Vardanian, June, in Armenian

CITIZENS’ FORA AS INSTRUMENT FOR
DEMOCRATIZATION, Edgar Vardanian, June, in Armenian

MOUNTAINOUS KARABAGH INTERIM STATUS, RATHER
THAN MOUNTAINOUS KARABAGH REPUBLIC, Edgar
Vardanian, June, in Armenian

HANDING OVER OF LIBERATED LANDS AND TREASON,
Saro Saroyan, June, in Armenian

FUTURE OF THE PEACE TALKS AND THE PRE-KAZAN
CAMPAIGN, Edgar Vardanian, June, in Armenian

SOCIETY AND POLITICAL AGENDA: FORMER AND
NEW CIRCUMSTANCES, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL
PECULIARITIES, Armine Ghazarian, July, in Armenian

BAKU IS CONCERNED WITH ISRAEL’S NEW
ARGUMENTS, Saro Saroyan, July, in Armenian

TO AVOID, OR NOT TO AVOID BECOMING
POLITICIZED?, Edgar Vardanian, July, in Armenian

THE AUTHORITIES’ NOTIONS OF “DISCOURSE”, Edgar
Vardanian, July, in Armenian

WILL SYRIAN REGIME ENDURE NEW PRESSURES?,
Saro Saroyan, July, in Armenian

THE AGENDA OF DEMOCRATIC STRUGGLE, Edgar
Vardanian, July, in Armenian
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THE LIFELONGNESS OF THE OFFICE OF CATHOLICOS
IS GOOD IF..., Saro Saroyan, July, in Armenian

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AGAINST MASS
SUPPRESSIONS, Edgar Vardanian, August, in Armenian

WILL TURKEY’S NEW MILITARY ELITE ENDOW
ERDOGAN WITH THE LAURELS OF VICTORY?, Saro
Saroyan, August, in Armenian

THE RESOURCE OF THE AUTHORITIES, Edgar Vardanian,
August, in Armenian

ARMENIAN FACEBOOK: SOCIO-PSYCHOLOGICAL
PECULIARITIES, Armine Ghazarian, August, in Armenian

IRAN-TURKEY: THE INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES ARE AT
WAR SO FAR, Saro Saroyan, August, in Armenian

THE PRAISE AND CRITICISM OF THE DIALOGUE, Edgar
Vardanian, August, in Armenian

CONTROVERSY BETWEEN FORMER ALLIES IS
ALREADY BECOMING VERY DANGEROUS, Saro Saroyan,
September, in Armenian

DOES THE ARMENIAN “FASHION OF DIALOGUE” START
TO BE EXPORTED?, Edgar Vardanian, September, in
Armenian

THE KURDISH “INITIATIVE” POLICY, Saro Saroyan,
September, in Armenian

ONCE MORE ABOUT INDEPENDENCE, CIVIL LIBERTIES,
AND PROTECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS, Edgar Vardanian,
September, in Armenian

THE CHARM OF RUSSIA’S “MANAGED DEMOCARCY,”
Edgar Vardanian, September, in Armenian

THE CIVIL AWAKENING OF ARMENIA, Manvel Sargsian,
September, in Armenian and Russian

IMPERATIVES OF RECONSIDERING THE PRINCIPLES
FOR THE PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF THE KARABAGH
CONFLICT, Manvel Sargsian and Masis Mayilyan, September,
in Armenian

FIASCO OF THE CONCEPT OF “ZERO PROBLEMS, ” Saro
Saroyan, October, in Armenian

SHAH DENIZ AT THE INTERSECTION OF AZERBAIJANI-
TURKISH INTERESTS, Saro Saroyan, October, in Armenian

INERTIA OF THE SOVIET THINKING, Armine Ghazarian,
October, in Armenian

IN SEARCH OF “AGAINST” AND “FOR”, Edgar Vardanian,
October, in Armenian and Russian

THE SOUTH CAUCASUS: MISSED OPPORTUNITIES,
Saro Saroyan, November, in Armenian and Russian

THE ISSUE OF QARVACHAR HIGHWAY WAS SOLVED IN
KAZAN, Saro Saroyan, November, in Armenian and Russian

ELECTIONS, HUMAN RESOURCES AND BACK TO

SQUARE ONE, Edgar Vardanian, November, in Armenian and
in Russian

TURKEY IN THE KURDISH QUAGMIRE, Saro Saroyan,
November, in Armenian

CHINA-STYLE ELECTIONS IN IJEVAN?, Edgar Vardanian,
November, in Armenian

ACNIS EDITOR’S CORNER

“SPECIAL TASK FORCE” OF THE REGIME, Gevorg
Lalayan, April, in Armenian

HRANUSH BRINGS IN, WHEREAS PUTIN TAKES OUT: IS
THIS ACCEPTABLE?, Gevorg Lalayan, April, in Armenian

WHITHER WITH EATING CHIPS?, Gevorg Lalayan, May, in
Armenian

BIN LADEN IS DEAD, LONG LIVE BIN LADEN!, Gevorg
Lalayan, May, in Armenian

CORRUPTION HAS STUCK TO US AND DOES NOT
COME OFF, Gevorg Lalayan, May, in Armenian

TREES BEING CUT DOWN AND STORES BEING
ERECTED, Gevorg Lalayan, May, in Armenian

THE GHOST OF ANDRANIK CONTINUES TO HOUND
THE TURKS, Gevorg Lalayan, June, in Armenian

1S AGHDAM NOT OUR HOMELAND?, Gevorg Lalayan, June,
in Armenian
SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS

ACNIS Monthly Newsletter No. 1, April, in English, in
Armenian

ACNIS Monthly Newsletter No.2, May, in English, in
Armenian

ACNIS Monthly Newsletter No.3, June, in English, in
Armenian

ACNIS Monthly Newsletter No.4, July-August, in Armenian
ACNIS Monthly Newsletter No.5, September, in Armenian

ACNIS Monthly Newsletter No.6, October, in English
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The Armenian Center for National and International Studies (ACNIS) is a lead-
ing independent strategic research center located in Yerevan, Armenia. Founded
in 1994, ACNIS is the institutional initiative of Raffi K. Hovannisian, Armenia’s first
Minister of Foreign Affairs. Over the past seventeen years, ACNIS has acquired a
prominent reputation as a primary source of professional independent research and
analysis covering a wide range of national and international policy issues.
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Pwddh Y. Inyhwulhujwuh hwupwlwnpgwjht bwhiwdbnunieinlUU E: Nhwbu wgqquwjhl nt Uhowqgw)jhu
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MISSION STATEMENT

The Armenian Center for National and International
Studies (ACNIS)is an independent, objective institution
committed to conducting professional policy research
and analysis. The Center strives to raise the level of
public debate and seeks to broaden public engagement
in the public policy process, as well as fostering greater
knowledge.

As aleading research institute or “think tank” in Armenia,
the Center conducts a wide range of strategic research
and analysis of significant public policy issues of specific
relevance to Armenia. ACNIS strategic research and
analysis covers five main program areas: public policy,
economics, international & regional studies, national
security studies, and global & regional trends.

Reflecting its unique position as a leading research
institution in Armenia, the Center actively contributes
toward the strengthening of the Armenian nation and its
institutions and offers balanced policy recommendations
to all segments of Armenian society and the Armenian
diaspora.

One of the core longer-term goals of the Center
centers on its role as a catalyst for creative, strategic
and innovative analysis, based on strict standards of
intellectual integrity and professional objectivity. In
addition, ACNIS also produces a number of publications
and reports and reqularly holds conferences, seminars
and roundtable meetings aimed at raising public
awareness of pressing policy issues.
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THE ARMENIAN CENTER FOR
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

75 Yerznkian Street
Yerevan 0033, Armenia

Telephone (37410) 52.87.80 / 27.48.18
Telefax (37410) 52.48.46
Email: root@acnis.am

RENEW TODAY

Dear friends and compatriots, join us in realizing the Center’s
goals by generously renewing your annual support.

Supporters who contribute $100 or more per year will receive,
upon request, all Center publications.

All donations are tax-deductible, and may be sent to the follow-
ing address:
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I6suQosnr@hruuLcMh IU3YUYUL YELSMPNL
75 BrgGybwa thnnng
Grbiiwh 0033, Jwjwuswh

Jbnwluou (37410) 52.87.80 / 27.48.18
3bnwmuwsdtG (37410) 52.48.46
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Uhrtijh” huwyrhGuyhgGhr, vwswrkf GtGsrnGh orwqrbirhG Gnrnghny
Qbtir wowygniphtlp, hGsh hwdwr dtr funrhG trufusmghsniphtGa GGE
JuysGnud:

Nyftir GtGsrnGh qnromGEnptwGl odwbnulbint Gmuswlnyg Yp
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JugGtng jtsny, wGygwr Yp uswlwb GhGsrnGh hruswruyniphiGGtrn:
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The Armenian Center for National and International Studies
P.O. Box 57666, Sherman Oaks, California 91413
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