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ACNIS NEWSLETTER
In 2010, the Armenian Center for National and International Studies (ACNIS)
launched the publication of a regular series of newsletters. This is the next issue of
our new ACNIS Newsletter, a publication
that provides a brief summary of our work,
activities and projects for the period from
January to June 2012.

January 2010

From March 23 to June 15 2012, ACNIS, within
the framework of its youth school program, carried out a series of seminar-courses entitled “Establishment of Civil Society and Formation of Constitutional State in Armenia: Key Issues and New
Challenges.” The seminars were intended for entry-level political scientists and analysts endowed
with an analytical frame of mind and expert-level
reasoning skills.

The program, composed of thirteen free seminars,
scrutinized issues with relevance to peculiarities
The Armenian Center for National and International Studies
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This is the ﬁrst issue
of our new “ACNIS
Monthly Newsletter,” a
publication that provides
a brief summary of our
projects, activities and
work each month.

ACNIS PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES
PARTNERING WITH THE ARMENIAN
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE

T

he Armenian Center for National and International Studies (ACNIS) is working with the
Armenian Ministry of Defense (MoD) to compile
and publish a new trilingual (Armenian-RussianArmenian) military/security glossary-dictionary
for use by the Armenian Defense Ministry and
senior security officials. For this project, ACNIS
is working with the Drastamat “Dro” Kanayan
Institute for National Strategic Studies (INSS).
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ACNIS HOSTS VOLUNTEERS FROM
BIRTHRIGHT ARMENIA
On April 26, Center staff welcomed
a group of Diasporan volunteers
working in Armenia as part of
the Birthright Armenia program.
ACNIS Director Richard Giragosian provided a lecture on Armenian
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politics and foreign policy. The Birthright participants included volunteers from Argentina and the
United States.

National

ACNIS PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES

As of April 1, Armenian Center for
National and International Studies
(ACNIS) senior
analyst
Manvel
Sargsian serves as
the Center’s Director of Research.
He replaced Richard Giragosian in
this capacity.
“There are many
creative
ideas,
projects, and conMANVEL SARGSIAN
temporary subject
matters of both international and domestic character
which call for fresh and comprehensive analysis,”
Sargsian noted during his inaugural meeting with
ACNIS staff.
“And together we will conduct this work by way of
separate monographs, collective studies, and regu© The Armenian Center for National and International Studies
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ACNIS FOUNDER & STAFF ATTEND
ITALIAN EMBASSY RECEPTION
On June 2, ACNIS
staff attended a reception at the Italian Embassy marking Italy’s
Republic Day, known
as the “Festa della
Repubblica.” ACNIS
Founder Raffi Hov-
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On May 21 at the Armenian Government Hall of
Sessions, Center staff attended the Citizens’ Assembly which was called by ACNIS founder Raffi K.
Hovannisian to openly and freely discuss matters of
public concern.
During the event Center analyst Edgar Vardanian
presented his views with respect to the establishment
of civil society in Armenia.
As per Vardanian, the main problem in Armenia today is the question of human rights protection, and, to
resolve this matter, “citizens who are endowed with
the awareness of civil rights should come to an agreement on the question of rights, and they must create,
on a contractual basis, an environment of change and
establishment of legal and civic preconditions.”

Welcoming the audience with opening remarks,
ACNIS Administrative Director Karapet Kalenchian also introduced the Center’s new analysts:
political scientists Edgar Vardanian and Saro Saroyan.
The range of questions asked by the journalists
was extensive and it included recent developments in foreign and domestic politics, and contemporary issues with respect to the Center’s new
challenges and its future projects and policies.
Responding to the numerous questions posed by
the news reporters, Manvel Sargsian thoroughly →
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At the invitation
of the European
P a r l i a m e n t ’s
“Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe”
(ALDE) bloc,
ACNIS Director Richard Giragosian participates
as a main speaker in the group’s “Armenia Day”
event in the European Parliament on June 9 in
Brussels. The ACNIS Director also met with
several members of the European Parliament,
EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus Peter Semneby, and the staff of the European
friends of Armenia.
ACNIS BRIEFS POLISH NATIONAL
SECURITY COUNCIL

The Center hosted two officials from the Polish
National Security Council, Lukasz Kudlicki and
Konrad Zastowt, on June 17 and briefed them on
recent developments in Armenia and the region.
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ACNIS MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
In the past year, the Armenian Center for National
and International Studies (ACNIS) launched the
publication of a regular series of monthly newsletters. This is the next issue of our new “ACNIS
Monthly Newsletter,” a publication that provides a
brief summary of our work, activities and projects
for the month of June 2011.

Center Senior Analyst Attends Second
International Regional Conference
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one billion drams, or less than one percent of the
country’s entire GDP, to the domain of science. And
under such circumstances there cannot be a knowledge-based economy,” Manasserian argued.

ACNIS PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES

ACNIS Participates in A Citizens’
Assembly

On April 7, political scientist and ACNIS Director of Research Manvel Sargsian held his introductory news conference in this capacity.

International

ACNIS PARTICIPATES IN
“ARMENIA DAY” IN THE
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

ACNIS MON THLY

ACNIS PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES

ACNIS Director of Research Holds
First Press Conference

and

annisian and Director Richard Giragosian also
conferred with several ambassadors and other officials.

ACNIS Monthly Newsletter No. 3
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At the request of senior officials from the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) headquarters in Washington, ACNIS Director Richard
Giragosian provided a briefing for their visiting
staff on recent developments and trends in the region, including political and economic reform and
the Karabagh conflict. The National Endowment
for Democracy (NED) is a private, nonprofit foundation dedicated to the growth and strengthening of democratic institutions around the world.

On April 28,
Armenian Center for National
and
International Studies
(ACNIS) Senior Analyst
Manvel Sargsian
participated in a briefing for the British Ambassador to
Armenia, Charles Lonsdale, and offered an analysis of domestic Armenian politics and regional
developments. Also on April 28, ACNIS Director
Richard Giragosian provided a briefing on domestic and regional developments for the visiting Estonian Ambassador to Armenia, Toomas Lukk.
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ACNIS MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
In the past year, the Armenian Center for National
and International Studies (ACNIS) launched the
publication of a regular series of monthly newsletters. This is the next issue of our new “ACNIS
Monthly Newsletter,” a publication that provides a
brief summary of our work, activities and projects
for the month of May 2011.

ACNIS extends its appreciation to Mr. Giragosian for his services.

for

ACNIS PROVIDES BRIEFING FOR
THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR
DEMOCRACY

NEWSLETTER

lar seminar-roundtable discussions. It is beyond
doubt that the Center needs innovative concepts
and vigorous, cutting-edge content. In this connection, we are pleased to welcome to our research staff political scientist Edgar Vardanian
and historian Saro Saroyan.”

Center

ACNIS PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES

ACNIS STAFF BRIEF AMBASSADORS

May 2011
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ACNIS MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
In the past year, the Armenian Center for National
and International Studies (ACNIS) launched the
publication of a regular series of monthly newsletters. This is the next issue of our new “ACNIS
Monthly Newsletter,” a publication that provides a
brief summary of our work, activities and projects
for the month of April 2011.

Armenian

THE ACNIS MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
In January 2010, the Armenian Center for National
and International Studies (ACNIS) launched the
publication of a new regular series of monthly newsletters. This is the sixth issue of our new “ACNIS
Monthly Newsletter,” providing a brief summary of
our work, activities and projects for June 2010.
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On April 16-17, ACNIS
Senior Analyst Manvel Sargsian and Director Richard Giragosian
attended and spoke at a
conference sponsored by the German Friedrich
Ebert Foundation. The conference, entitled “New
Challenges to Southern Caucasus: Democracy
and Regional Security,” was held in Tsakhadzor
and included participants from Azerbaijan, Georgia, Russia and Turkey, as well as from Abkhazia, South Ossetia and Karabagh. ACNIS Analyst
Armine Ghazarian also participated in a separate
seminar in Tsakhadzor on April 16-17, organized
by the Yerevan School of Political Studies (YPS).
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CENTER STAFF SPEAK AT REGIONAL
SECURITY CONFERENCE

ACNIS HOSTED SPECIAL “CREATIVE
GAME” SEMINAR WITH EURASIA
PARTNERSHIP FOUNDATION (EPF)
The Eurasia Partnership Foundation (EPF) partnered with
ACNIS to convene a special
joint “Creative Game” seminar
entitled “Bridges and Obstacles in the Modern Region and
the World.” The seminar was
facilitated by a select group
of experienced trainers and experts, and brought
together over fifty participants representing various sectors of Armenian civil society. The activity
seminar produced two specific deliverables: a set
of policy recommendations and a concrete action
plan that is to be appraised and reviewed by major
stakeholders in Armenia.

© The Armenian Center for National and International Studies
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THE ACNIS MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
In January 2010, the Armenian Center for National
and International Studies (ACNIS) launched the
publication of a new regular series of monthly newsletters. This is the fourth issue of our new “ACNIS
Monthly Newsletter,” a publication that provides a
brief summary of our work, activities and projects
for the month of April 2010.

CONDUCTING AN ASSESSMENT OF
ARMENIA AND THE EUROPEAN
UNION’S “EASTERN PARTNERSHIP”
The Open Society Institute’s Local Government and Public Service Reform
Initiative
selected
ACNIS to conduct
a brief “Assessment
Study” on the European Union’s new European Neighborhood and Partnership Instrument
(ENPI) funding monitoring for Armenia. ACNIS
will produce the assessment of Armenia, and has
partnered with the Kiev-based “International
Centre for Policy Studies” think tank for this
project, which also seeks to offer a new monitoring mechanism and provide reliable and objective
information.

Studies
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ACNIS Announces New Director of
Research

SPRING SEMESTER AT ACNIS YOUTH
SCHOOL REACHES THE FINISH LINE

International

Center Considers Armenia’s Economic
Situation

As part of a six-person Armenian delegation,
ACNIS Senior Analyst Hovsep Khurshudian took
part in Vladikavkaz, capital of the Republic of
North Ossetia-Alania, Russian Federation, in the
second international regional conference entitled
“The Great Victory Achieved Thanks to Unity:
The Caucasus During the Years of the Great Patriotic War.” At the event, Khurshudian also delivered a report on the “Prospects of Caucasus
Unity: How We Wish to Perceive the Caucasus.”
The meeting was an initiative of the Institute for
Eurasian Studies and the Center for Humanitarian
Cooperation, and it was organized also by the Armenia chapter of the Institute for Eurasian Studies.
Following the international regional conference, the Armenian delegation paid a visit to
St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic
Church of Vladikavkaz and met with representatives of the local Armenian community. In line
with official data, the number of Armenians living in the Republic of North Ossetia-Alania is
32,000 and approximately half of them live in
Vladikavkaz.

On June 10, ACNIS held a roundtable discussion to
analyze the contemporary trends of, challenges facing, and prospects for the development of Armenia’s
economy. The meeting brought together representatives from international organizations and the diplomatic community in Yerevan, leading analysts, policy
specialists, and members of the press.
Center Administrative Director Karapet Kalenchian
welcomed the audience with opening remarks.
In his thorough presentation, the day’s speaker,
leading economist Dr. Tatoul Manasserian, described
Armenia’s current sad economic state and also offered
his vision for the avenues toward improving this situation, underscoring that to date Armenia has not developed a strategy for economic growth. “Suffice it to
say that Armenia’s state budget has allocated a mere

1

This notwithstanding, Tatoul Manasserian
stressed that the way out of this predicament lies
specifically in improving the Armenian legislation
which regulates this domain, conducting flexible
tax and customs policies, and carrying out several
other measures toward an effective economic management.
The presentation was followed by a series of
questions and answers, and featured a lively exchange with the audience.

Foreign Diplomats’ Collaboration
With ACNIS
The Center’s work schedule for the first month
of Summer 2011 was fairly eventful in terms of
meetings, and exchanging views on a variety of
issues, with high level representatives from the
diplomatic community in Yerevan.
On the invitation of British Ambassador Charles
Lonsdale, ACNIS Director of Research Manvel
Sargsian attended, on June 8, a festivity to mark
the official birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. On the evening of the same day, Ambassador Lonsdale received at his residence and
conferred with numerous leading political →
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of transitional societies; Armenia’s and Artsakh’s
paths of democratization; and legal and political
aspects of citizen-society-state triangle. On March
23, ACNIS founder Raffi K. Hovannisian welcomed
the seminar-course program participants, and
wished them well in their future endeavors.
The speakers included ACNIS director of research
Manvel Sargsian, senior analyst Hovsep Khurshudian, analysts Saro Saroyan, Edgar Vardanian,
and Armine Ghazarian; Arpine Galfayan, head of
the Institute for Democracy and Human Rights
(IDHR) NGO; Stepan Danielyan, chairman of Collaboration for Democracy Center; law expert Andrias Ghoukasyan, and ethnographer Aghasi Tadevosyan.
At the end of this program, nine participants received certificates.
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ACNIS UNVEILS INAUGURAL ISSUE
OF NEW PUBLIC POLICY JOURNAL:
“THE CHANGING WORLD:
VIEWPOINTS FROM YEREVAN”

Փ

On May 16, the Center released the inaugural issue of the new
ACNIS quarterly public policy publication,
entitled “The Changing World: Viewpoints
from Yerevan,” during a special presentation-seminar held
at the Center’s office.
The meeting brought
together the quarterly’s contributors, other leading analysts, policy specialists, and members of
the press.

particular, foreign challenges facing Armenia,”
maintained Sargsian, pointing to print sources as
avenues to overcome the stereotypes of Armenian thought.

ՓՈՓՈԽՎՈՂ ԱՇԽԱՐՀ
2012/1
(1)

ՀԱՅԱՑՔ ԵՐԵՎԱՆԻՑ

Ռազմավարական եւ ազգային հետազոտությունների
հայկական կենտրոնի (ՌԱՀՀԿ) վերլուծական հանդես

ԲՈՎԱՆԴԱԿՈՒԹՅՈՒՆ

Թողարկման հարցազրույցը

ՄԱՆՎԵԼ ՍԱՐԳՍՅԱՆ. «Հասարակությունը միտված է ինքնուրույն
պաշտպանելու սեփական շահերը»

Հոդվածներ

ԱՐՄԵՆ ԳՐԻԳՈՐՅԱՆ
Նոր տնտեսական զարգացման մոդելներ փնտրելիս
ՍԱՐՈ ՍԱՐՈՅԱՆ
«Արաբական գարուն». հնի ու նորի արանքում

ՎԱՐԴԱՆ ՋԱԼՈՅԱՆ
Հայաստանյան պահպանողականները եւ նեոլիբերալիզմի
հաղթանակը

ԱՆԴՐԻԱՍ ՂՈՒԿԱՍՅԱՆ
Մեծ տերության ճգնաժամը. պատճառներ եւ հետեւանքներ
ԷԴԳԱՐ ՎԱՐԴԱՆՅԱՆ
ԵԱՀԿ ԺՀՄԻԳ-ը եւ հայաստանյան ընտրությունները

ԱՐՄԻՆԵ ՂԱԶԱՐՅԱՆ
Ոստիկանության դերը իշխանություն-հասարակություն
փոխհարաբերություններում:
Բարոյաէթիկական գործոնի նշանակությունը

Հունվար - Մարտ

ԵՐԵՎԱՆ 2012

The ceremony featured brief presentations from
the volume authors Armen Grigoryan, Saro Saroyan, Vardan Jaloyan, Armine Ghazarian, Edgar
Vardanian, and Andrias Ghoukasyan, who stated
key principles guiding their works. The addresses
were followed by a series of questions and answers, and featured a lively exchange with the audience.
The edition starts with an interview of Manvel
Sargsian on the journal’s mission, and domestic
and foreign imperatives on the Armenian political
agenda, which are included on the waiting list for
unbiased research.

ACNIS director of research Manvel Sargsian welcomed the audience with opening remarks and
conveyed hope that the volume will offer a thorough and impartial overview of the pivotal advancements in the world, and their Armenian perceptions. “Today huge importance is attached to
the development of new cognitive mechanisms—
which will contribute to the comprehensive understanding of the social and political trends pertinent to the region and the world alike, and, in

The purpose of this new publication is to reflect
on a comprehensive set of issues, challenges and
perspectives pertinent to Armenia’s today and tomorrow in the context of regional and international developments by seeking innovative concepts,
recommendations, and alternative approaches,
from which could be derived the most optimal
policy options for resolving various intricate issues
facing Armenia.
Manvel Sargsian served as the editor-in-chief of
the issue, and Gevorg Lalayan as the editor. Design and formatting activities were carried out by
Ashot Turajyan. The editorial board included Karapet Kalenchian, Saro Saroyan, Edgar Vardanian
and Ruzan Pluzyan.
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FOREIGN DIPLOMATS’
COLLABORATION WITH ACNIS
The Center’s work schedule for the period from
January to June was fairly eventful in terms of
meetings, and exchanging views on a variety of
issues, with high level representatives from the
diplomatic community in Yerevan.

January - June 2012
On May 31, ACNIS director of administration Karapet Kalenchian, and coordinator of research programs Ruzan Pluzyan had a meeting with the German Embassy’s Deputy Chief of Mission Christoph
Breunig to discuss potential avenues for collaboration.

MEDIA OUTREACH

On March 9, ACNIS director of research Manvel Sargsian met with
Canan Atilgan, Director of “South
Caucasus: Political Dialogue” regional program of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, to present ACNIS
projects for 2012.
On March 21, Sargsian had a meeting with Carel Hofstra, Deputy Head
of the OSCE office in Yerevan, to introduce ACNIS projects to be carried out in 2012.
On April 12, the Center’s director of research received the Ukrainian Embassy’s Deputy Head of
Mission Igor S. Roman and conversed with him on
regional developments as well as matters of domestic political concern.
On April 17, Sargsian attended an Iranian Embassy
reception marking the Armed Forces Day of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.
On May 17, Manvel Sargsian met with Program
Development Officer Tyce Shideler of the USAID
Armenia. Upon the guest’s request, Sargsian offered his vision in regard to the best ways for reworking the USAID’s strategic development plan
for Armenia, which would be valid for the next
five years.
On May 21, ACNIS director of research Manvel Sargsian hosted and
conferred with British Ambassador
Jonathan Aves. During this meeting
they talked about the prospects of
cooperation, and a wide range of
regional issues.
The Armenian Center for National and International Studies

Center director of administration Karapet Kalenchian’s article, “How Many Times Can We
Fall into the Same Trap,” was
published by several electronic
media outlets. In his analysis, Kalenchian reflected on the armed incidents
along the Armenian-Azerbaijani border during US
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s visit to the region. The author underscored that settlement of
the Karabakh issue had reached a deadlock, and
suggested the Armenian government take asymmetric steps to neutralize the Azerbaijani aggression.
On May 1, ACNIS
analyst
Edgar
Vardanian gave
an interview to
Lragir.am news agency and spoke about the election process, public perceptions about it, and issues concerning the necessity for the formation of a
civic/political movement.
He stated that there is a
lack of confidence in the
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integrity of the process among the general public.
“Large segments of the society see that no measures were taken to avert the mechanisms hindering freedom of expression and the holding of fair
elections, and consider it meaningless to participate in it. Or they do not want to any purpose to
spoil their relations with various representatives
of the ‘establishment’ with whom they communicate at different levels, and, as a consequence,
vote for the incumbent authorities in despair and
under duress, at the threat of being extorted out
of financial resources.” In Vardanian’s view, if the
society is interested in the systemic changes, it
should develop a democratic movement, which
will able to shift the atmosphere and lay foundations for fair elections.
On May 23, Center analyst
Saro Saroyan responded to the
questions of Gala television
where he looked at the May
6 parliamentary polls and the
post-election situation in Armenia. According to him, the parliamentary contest did not mark a qualitative change, and proved
one more time that the mechanisms of election
fraud were perfected. “How can we talk about
competition in the
National Assembly, if only one political force enjoys
absolute majority,
which can solely
form the government and secure the passage of any government
proposed bill,” maintained Saroyan.
And on the same day, ACNIS analyst, and physiologist Armine Ghazarian was interviewed by Lragir.
am news agency. In her talk she similarly reflected on the post-election developments in Armenia. “The stormy election campaign supposed
prolonged and stormy discussions afterwards. But
something happened or had already happened,
leaving a vacuum in the post-election period,” not-
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ed the analyst. As
per Ghazarian, the
cause behind this
was the strategy
adopted by the authorities.
“They
made an imitation
of elections, and imposed a sense of ‘obligation’
upon each corrupted voter—but in reality did as
always, according to the Armenian traditions of
elections—though in a more ‘civilized’ and developed way. The result of this strategy was dazzling.
The corrupted society sold its votes to authorities,
and in doing so, sold those votes for silence.”

MORE ABOUT US
The Armenian Center for National and
International Studies
(ACNIS) is a leading
independent strategic research center located in Yerevan,
Armenia. As an independent, objective
institution committed to conducting professional policy research and analysis,
ACNIS strives to raise the level of public
debate and seeks to broaden public engagement in the public policy process, as
well as fostering greater and more inclusive public knowledge. Founded in 1994,
ACNIS is the institutional initiative of Raffi
K. Hovannisian, Armenia’s first Minister of
Foreign Affairs. Over the past eighteen
years, ACNIS has acquired a prominent
reputation as a primary source of professional independent research and analysis
covering a wide range of policy issues.
For more information on ACNIS, our
work and activities, please contact us
at: root@acnis.am or visit our website
at: www.acnis.am.
The Armenian Center for National and International Studies
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